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CONTAINING THE FOLLOWING PARTICULARS, Ut. 
I. Several Important Queſtions: | 
II. Practical Obſervations. | 
III. A Deſcription of the Covenant of Grace. 
IV. The Faithfulneſs of God to that Covenant, 
V. Some Eminent Relations which ſubſiſt between 
CaRtsT and real Believers, 
VI. Family Rules. 
VII. A Regulator for the Affectiong, 
D E D I C A r 1 
TO THE, 
PIOUS YOUTH OF EVEKY DENOMINATION, ..Y 
Tuaouonour Tur KINGDOM. 4A 
By a Lover of Yourta and EARLY Pixry, 
Wherewith ſhall a Toung Man cleanſe his Way ? By taking heed” 
thereto according to the Word of God. P/. cxix. . 4 
Seek ye firſt the Kingdom of God and his Righteouſneſs, and all” 
theſe Things ſhall be added unto you. Matt. vi. 33. 
The Second Edition, corrected and enlarged. 
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: | TO TH E 

fr 2 v T H of every DEXOMJSþT1ON, | 
7 Throughout this KINO DOM. — 
Dax yYouNG SoOULs, == 


HEN on the One Hand, 1 behold you 22 to 
£ the dangerous Pinnacle of Ambition, agitated by 
| a power ful flow of Youthful unſubdued Paſſions, thir/t- 
WT ing after novelty, and love of Praiſe, deeply poſſeſſed 
= with fear of Diſappointment, ambitious of Power, and 
| hatzng Controul—logether with that ſuſceptibility of 
Mind which ts peculiar to your tender Years.—On. the 
F other Hand, when I look round and view the Vices which 
are prevalent among all Sets ; how iniquity of every 
F kind runs down our Sircets lite a rapid Currenl. Nie 
little regard which is thought due to Laws, Human or 
Divine! The ſmall attention paid to God's Sabbaths and 
Worſhiþ, -euthen in public or ee, together with 
| that amazing coldneſs, indifference, ſecurity and 
© deadriels, in which many Profeſſors among us lay, 
© ſtarving almoſt to (ſpiritual) Death; refuſing to be 
| awakened or aroujed ; or even to taſte the Cup of Life ! e | 
Sad examples for you ! Therefore I'm conſlrained to cry 
EF —Lord,. what ſhall be the end of theſe Things? 
What wilt THou do unto this, thy well cultivated, 
well watered, but barren Vine? 

Are theſe Obſervations Fidlions? Mey, you abound 
with inſtances to the contrary, Where is the Pariſh, 
the Family, the Parent, the Maſter, whoſe conduft does 
not amply prove the truth of my aſſertion? and would 
fo God, I could clear the Sacred Order of Levi, fr om 
the ſame Charge! and what is the conſequence of 
theſe fad Truths? Thouſands of the Youth of doth. Sexes 
Poꝛſoned by Rene Education, and CS 
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which being added to the depravity of their Nature, 
will prove (if mighty. Grace prevent not) their preſent? 
and final Ruin. | 
My Dran youxns Farenns, Suffer one who hath 

your preſent and future welfare at Heari—to beſcech 
you, for the jake of the adorable JESUS who bled and 
died for ou. For the fake of your precious and im- 
mortal Souls (wich ſoon mul be lodged in the glorious 
Regions where God and Angels dul Or plunged in 
the Abyſs of endleſs Torment, with Devils and damned 
Spirits!) to think ſertouſly, even now, while you are 
reading this, of the nature, and evil of your Sins! The 
ſhortneſs and uncertainty of Life—and turn 16 the Sa- 
wiour of ſinners. O beg for Mercy and Pardon by the 
Merit and Mediation of JESUS, who alone ts able 10 
waſh you in his moſt precious Blood ; and fo preſent you 
to God the Father, holy and unblameable. To a you, 
in this very important and abſolutely neceſſary under ta- 
king, I have ſubmitted the following Pages for your A 
fiſtance, and Companion in the Duties of the Cloſet 
\ do you commit them io prathice. And that the Spirit of ; 
the GOD of Israzt, may attend you in the uſe of 
them, with Power, is the earneſt Prayer - ' ' © 


Of your moſt Affeflionate F. iend, 
and Servant i tie Ceſbel, 


JOHN DUNCAN. 
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© Rm Important and USEFUL QUESI IONS, 
by that eminent Divine Mr. Jos rn ALLEIN, who. 
was ejecled from St. Mary Magdalen's, in Taunton, 
Somer ſegſhire, in 1662. 
Wbereby a Chriſtian may every day examine him- 
ſelf.—Pſ. iv. 4. Commune with your hearts upon | 
Jour beds. | 
Every evening hare you  fleep (unleſs you find 
ſome other time in the day more for your advan- 
tage in this work) withdraw yourſelt from the 
world; and having ſet your heart as in the pre- 
ſence of the Lord, charge it to anſwer the fol- 
lowing queſtions. 


1 Quxsrroxs for your DUTIES. 


[7 


. D. not God find me on my bed, when he looked _ I 
| 2 a 


for me on my knees? 7ob.1. 5. Eſ. v. 3. 
ve I not prayed to no purpoſe, or ſuffered wandering 
thoughts to eat out my duties? Matt. xv. 8. Jer. xii. 2. 
| 3. Have I not neglected, or been very 24x may in reading 
| God's holy word ? Deut. xvii. 19. Job. i. 7, 8 
| 4. Have I digeſted the ſermon I lait heard? have 1 thought 
it over, and prayed it over? P/. i. 2.—cxix. 5,11, 97 
. Was there not more of cuſtom, and faſhion in my family 
duties, than of conſcience ? P/. ci. 2. Fer. xxx. 21. 
6. Wherein have I denied myſelf for God this day? Luke 
ix. Ih 
Have I redeemed my time from too long or needleſs 
| 5 idle imaginations, fruitleſs diſcourſe, unneceſſary ſleep, 
and from more than needful care about my worldly, affairs? 
Epb. v. 16. Col. iv. 5. 
8. Have 


FEE 0 | 
$. Have I done any thing more than ordinary for the 
church of God, in an extraordinary time? J. Ixii. 6. 2 Cor. 


Ki. 28. 
9. Have I taken care of my company ? Prov. xiii. 20. H. 


exix. 63. 
10 Have I not negle&ed, or done, ſomething againſt the 


duties of my relations, as a maſter, ſervant, es wiſe, 
parent, child, &c. Eph. v. 22. to chap. vi. verſe g. | 


QuesT10Ns about your SINS. ” 


OES not fin fit light? P/ xxxviii. 4. Ram. vii. 24. 
2. Am I a mourner for the fins of the land ? 


Exel. ix. 4. 
3. Dol live in nothing that I know, or fear to be a fin? 


Eſ. cxix. 101. 1 Thef. v. 22. Fam. ii. 10. 
Qursrioxs about your HEART. 
AVE I been much in holy ejaculations ? Nebers, ii. 


4, 5. 
2. Hath not God been out of mind, and Heaven out of 
fight? E, xvi. 8. Jer. ii. 32. Phil. iii. 3. 20. 
3. Have I been often looking into mine own heart, and 
made conſcience of vain thoughts? Prov. iii. 21.24, 
4. Have I not given way to the workings of pride, paſhon, 
and luſt ? 2 Chron. xxxii. 26. Matt. v. 28. Jan. iv. 1-6. 


. QuesT10Ns about your TONGUE. 
HY I bridled my tongue and forced it in? Jem, 


i. 26.—iii. 2. 


2. Have I ſpoke evil of no man? Tit. iii. 2. 1 iv. 11. 
3. Hath the law of the Lord been in my mouth, as I ſat in 
my houſe, went by the way,---laying down and riing up? 
Deut. vi. 6, 7. 

4. Have I come into no company where I have not dropped 
ſomething of God—and left ſome good favour behind ? Cal. 
iv. 6. Eph. iv. 29. | 


* . ee about your TABLE. 


IDI fit down with any higher end than a beaſt, 
merely to pleaſe my appetite? Did I eat and 


drink tor and to the glory of God? 1 Cor. x. 31. | 
2. Was 


os 
2. Was not my appetite too hard for me? Jude xii. 2 Pei. 
1. 5. 

3. Did F not riſe from the table without dropping any thing 
for God there, when 4 had an opportunity? Late vii. 35, &c. 
Av. 1, Kc. {/ 

4. Did I not mock God when I pretended to aſk a  blefſling, | 


i 2 and return thanks ? Ad, xxvii. 35. Matt. xv. 36. Col. iii 17. 


QuesTroxs: about your CALLING. 


AVE I been diligent in the duties of my calling ? 
1 Cor. vii. 17. 
2. Have I defrauded no man? Matt. vii. 12. 
3. Have I dropped no lye in my ſhop, or about my buſineſs 
this day? Prov. xi. 6. Epb. iv. 2g. 
4 Did I raſhly make, or falſly break, ſome promiſe ? Jab. 
Ix, E, 14. P/ xv. 4p—CV1. 33 
At evening to myſelf I ſay, | | 
My Soal, where naſt thou gie to day, | 
Thy labours where bettow'd ? 
What halt thou rightly ſaid or done, 
What grace obtain'd, what knowledge won, _ 
In following after God ? Ruth ii. 19. 


* 
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F you have omitted the weighing of theſe queſtions in 
the evening, be ſure you do it now. 

2. Ak yourſelf, what fin have I committed? What dut 
have I omitted? Againſt which of theſe rules have 1 offendec 
in de palt day? and renew your repentance, and double your 
Yate 

3. Eximive whether God was laſt in your thoughts when 
you went to fleep, and firit when you awoke, 

4. Enquire whether the care of your heart and waye in- 
ereaſes, or abates and grows left, 

Impoſe it as a taſk upon yourſelf to meditate frequently 
| pon the preſent frame of your heart; upon the Scripture lait 
read or heard, or upon ſome other divine theme, ull this work 
$ as your meat and drink. 6. Set 


. * © —_  -. Leak 
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6. Set your ends right for all that dag. 
7. Set your watch eſpecially againit thoſe fins and ep 


tions, to which ou are moſt 3 to be expoſed that dap; and | 
eee 
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OBSERVATIONS. 


F morality, and attending upon divine ordinances, 

| were all that God required of US, ſelf-examination 
might be needleſs (accordingly it is neglected, by moſt pro- 
feſſors) but religion is heart werk; and - as the beart is deceitful 
above all things, and eſpecially ſo, with reſpect to che duties we 
owe to God: therefore, 

2. If you never examine yourſelf, you are certainly dead in 
treſpaſſes and fins ; and the wrath of God abides upon you, Prov. 
xxx. 12, 1 Jobs i. 6. We muſt judge our folues now.; or, here- 
after be condemned with the world. | 

. He that examines himſelf, and yet goes on in any allowed | 
way of ſin, will ſoon grow weary of this work; and is neyer 
likely to know himſelf, till he awakes in hell, 

4. When you have examined and diſcovered your fins, re- 
member that the covenant of works, and your own righteguſ- | 
neſs which is only of the law, however exact it may be, cam | 
neither p:ocure you a pardon, nor furniſh you with any firength, 
8 or reſolution for ſubduing their power. Row. iv. Gal. 
in. But, 

What the law could not do, in that it was weak through the 

feb, Ged ſending his own Son in the likeneſs of finful flejb+ * * 
Jetted. The blood of Chriſt has ſufficient virtue to cleavie you 
from all fin; his interceſſion ſhall fave; and the omnipotent 
JESUS ſtands at your right hand, ready to give his holy ſpirit 
to every one that deſires immediately to return ts God by him z 
and to be conformed to his image. Nom. viii. 3, 14, 17, 29 · 
Therefore, 

6. Come to him for there is no relief far you but in the 
Covenant of Grace Salvation belongeth to the Lord. 
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A DESCRIPTION of ts 


COVENANT or GRACE. 


Pa0MI5E is nothing elſe but a preſent word for 3 future 
A bleſſing; and a CovexanT is an engagement ratified and 
confirmed wich ſome peculiar ſolemnity. | 


F 


(fs) 


Taz Covenant or GRACE, is a free and firm obligation, 


| 


in which the bleſſed God makes over himſelf as FaTazr, 


Son, and Hol v GrosrT, and all that he has, and is, as the 
God of Nature and Providence, Grace and Glory, to all be- 


lievers in Chriſt ; who is the only way unto this Covenant, and 


he Truth and Life of it. I xii. 6. Jobn xiv. 6. 

E The Language of this Covenant is, 

I will bes God to thee, and to thy ſeed after thee, Gex. 

wii. 7. Heb. viii. 10. ery: gle 
As tho' he had ſaid; 


To day I ſettle, and will every day beſtow myſelf upon thee. 


My nature, my abilities, my works, are all thine, in the com- 


fort and advantage of them; yea, all that thou canſt expect or 


defire from a God, believe it thine. 
My ſon, my ſpirit, my love, my comfort, my happineſs, 


| and all my perfections are yours. 


_ They are not yours by title, but mine in poſſeſſion but I 


will make them effectual for your happineſs, in time and eter- 
nity ; For | 


1. I will freely pardon thy fins, and paſs by thy daily tranſ- 


greſſions. Mich. vii. 18. Rom. viii. 1. Heb. viii. 12. 


My very being, and my nature, as God, ſtand bound to 


make this good unto thee. Exod. vi. 3. Heb, vi. 13— 18. 


2. I will renew and ſanctify thy nature. My holineſs ſhall 


make you holy; my truth, righteouſneſs and mercy, ſhall make 
you true, righteous, and merciful. 


To accompliſh this, 


Twill give thee an heart to know the Lord, Fer. xxiv. 7. 
cone heart. Ezekt xi. 19. TL 
axe heart, and a new ſpirit. Ez. xi. 19. 


will take away the ſtony heart, and give an heart of fleſh, 


Ezek."xxxvi. 26. 
IA Will circumciſe thy heart to love the Lord thy God. Dent. 
I will put my fear in thy heart, and thou ſhalt not depart 
from ME. Jer. xxxii. 40. | 
I will put my ſpirit within you, and cauſe you to walk in 


my ſtatutes, and keep my judgments. Ezek. xxxvi. 27. 


From all your filthineſs and idols will I cleanſe you. ver. 2 
5 . N | | or 
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Fot I will make all my goodneſs to paſs before you, on earth 
and in heaven. Exod. xXxziü. 19. 

3. Iwill ds every thing elſe that js needful for thee, every 

thing og Meteo; yea, every good ag —_— 
ture is capable 

My power is infinite, it is thy defence. 

- My wiſdom is unſearchable, it ſhall look out for the proper 
time, and way to do thee good. 

- My mercies are large, deep, and durable, they are thine. 

My truth ſhall be thy ſhield and backler. . 

1 will vifit, commune, and dwell with thee. 


More particularly, 


1 will be light to thy darkneſs, Prov, iii. 6. Ja. xlii. 16, 
—— Wiſdom to thy folly. . xxx. 21. Jam. i. 5. 
Strength to thy weakneſs. J. xl. 26, &c. 
I will be heaſth to thy ſickneſs, E.. cili. 3. 
ienty to thy wants. Je. xxxiii. 16. 1 Tim. iv. 8. 
1 will bleſs thy bread and thy water. Exod, xxili, 25. 
Iwill pity thee under all thy miſeries. E, ciii. 13. 
I will be with thee in trouble. % xxxiii. 2. 
J will deliver thee and honour thee. Pf. xci. 15. 
I will be gracious to paſs by thy unworthineſs. Micb. vi. 18. 
I will be merciful to pardon thy fins. Heb. viii. 12, 
I will be holineſs to change thy nature, EH. iv. 24. 
I will be affi ſtance to thy duties. Heb, xiii. 21. 
I will be comfort to thee. in trouble. E/ xxiii. 4. 
I will be wiſdom to thy doubts. Mark xi. 23. 
I will be power againſt thy enemies. Eſ. Ixviii. „ 
I will be deliverance in thy ſtraits. Exod. xiv. 7. 
I will bleſs thy ſubſtance. Ezeb. xxxvi. 11. 
I will be providence to thy undertakings. A + 
1 will be preſervation to thy perſon. E/. exxi. 8 
_ 1 will be ſalvation to thy foul. F.. xcviii. 2. 
I will be thy ſun and ſhield, , Ixxxiv. 11. 
I will be hs life in death. _ John xi. 25. 
I will be thy God, thy guide, thy joy and delight; * 8. 


compence, an exceeding great reward. Gen. xv. 1. 
All Things are yours. 1 Cor. iii, 2x. 


2 „er N ſhall work together for thy good. Rom. 
2 

My Angels ſhall minifter unto thee. F,. xiv. 7. Heb. 1. A 
My arditiances ſhall do * good. e 15. = 


1.1. p 


1 5 5 
As the God of all grace, and the father of ** glory, 1 W: nl 
giye thee grace and glory. P/. Ixxxiv. 11. | 
I will-never leave thee, nor fotſake thee. Heb. xiii. ws, 
+ I will rejoice over thee to do thee good Fer. xxxii. 40, 41. | 
_ I will be thy God and guide for ever. P/. xlviii. 14. 
I will d exceeding great reward; Gen. xv. 1. * 


Happy is that people 'whoſe God is the Lord. P/. ird 15. 


085 feel bis face evermore. E/. cv. 4. ͥ And, take heed, leſt 


there be in you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing froni-the 
living God. Heb. iii. 12. For, how all we tne pt 1 we Sy 
Tet fo great ſalvation? He. ii. 3. 


BenoLy Us FAIT HFULNESS of GOD 
TO THIS ; 


Moir Gracious COVENANT: 


GOD is not a man that he ſhould lie, | | — 
Nor the ſon of man that he ſhould repent. xxiii. 19. 
. fe he could ſwear by none render, he ſwore by himſelf, 

eb. vi. 13 . 


He betroths in fait>/ulne/5. Hy pf. ii. 20. 
His counſels are faithfulneſs. I/a. xxv. 1. 
He afflifts in faithfulneſs. P/. exix. n 
He anſwers in faithfulneſs. 
He ſheweth forth his faithfulneſs every aight. P/. 201 . 
The girdle of his reigns is faithfulneſs. 1/a. xi. e 
He abideth faithfal. 2 Tim: ii. 13. 
He will not luffer his faithfulneſt to fail. Pl deni 33. 
His faithfulneſs endureth to all generations. Pf. exix. 90. 
Great is his faithfulngſt. Lam. iti. 23. | 
His fairhfu!neſ7 reacheth above the clouds. P/. xxxvi. 5. 
"yp faithfutneſs | is eſtabliſhed in the Heavens. Eſ. Ixxxix 2. 


SoMuE EMINENT RELATIONS, 
©, WHICH $UBS1ST BETWEEN» - 
cnrsST and true CHRISTIANS, 


* whieh Profeſſors ought frequently to try themſelyes,, 


| HRIST is king and governor. | Rev. xvii. 14. Am 1 
5 his loyal ſubjec ;; 
3 He 6 Aar ii, 22. e 
diſciples? 3 


b 


„ Fo 
3. He is bigh-prieft and adoerate. Heb. iv. 1 . 1 __ I. 1. 
Am I daily x upon his Javiefelties, interceſſies and ebe. 
ouſneſy ?? 
eee ene, of ſouls: Mr. ir LI Am 1 — 
my ſpiritual fickneſs ; or, am © made whole F io OO 
5. He is the reconciliator. Eph. ii. 16. "Am I weed 0 
God by him do I really love imm rene 
6. He is Lord and Maſter. Jobn xiii, 13. Am I his faithful 
ſervant ? . 
7. He is FO of our ſalvation\ Heb. ii. 10. Ani I a Chriſtian 
Soldier fighting the Lord's battle? 
8. He is the redeemer and deliverer from the power and guilt 
of ü, Rom. xi. 46. Am I delivered from the daminian thereof ? 
9. He is the bread of /ife. you N. 9 Am! n on him 
by faith and love? 6 
10. He is the vine. Jobs x xv. 1. Am 1 ingrafted 4 in it } 
11. He is the good ſbephard. Jun x. 11. Am I his Ker 
—attentive' to his voice? 
12. He is bead and huftand.: Eph, v. 23. A [joined to him 
by living faith—do l caſt my care upon him?) 
1 13. He is the Chriftian's example: Tobn xiii, 15. Do I imitate 
im ? | 
14. He is the Chriftian's fen Heb. vi. 7 an. 1 in 
on high way of holineſs ?. . | 


FAMILY RU LESS 


1. E have no time given us to throw away, but to im- 

prove for eternity; therefore, we can join in no 

cotiverſation that is unprofitable ;"but in that only Which is good, 

to the uſe of edifying 3 ; miniſtering grace to the bearera 5 
Therefore, 

2. We have nothing to ſay to the news of the town, and of 
the buſinefs of others; for we deſire to hear of the things per- 
taining to the kingdom of God. Neither, 

3. Have we any thing ta ſay to the miſconduct of others; 
let not the fault of any abſent perſon be mentioned, uhleſs ab- 
ſolute neceſſity require it, and then, let it be with the greateſt 
tenderneſs, without dwelling upon it. May God pteſerve us from 
a cenſorious, criticiſing ſpirit, which ĩs contrary to that of Chriſt; 

4 We offer the right-hand of fellowſhip to every one that 
cometh in the name of the Lord: but we receive none to doubtful 
diſputations; but whoſoeyer loyeth the Loxp Jzsvs in fincerity, 
the ſame is our brother, ſiſter and mother 3 for we cannot but 
. OURS ts love,” © © 22 
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deviate from any of theſe Rules, ſo ſhall we be as guardian an- 


Wich Joy ſhall ye draw water out 


1 
5. We neither receive nor pay viſits on the Lord's day, for 
we and our houſe deſire particularly on that day to ſerve the Lord. 


5. We do earneſtly deſire every one to reprove us when. we 


— 1 * as an "I mingled r N al 
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| 3 ou ag dase be on things above. Cal. it. 25 8. 


1 ein 

Rejoice i in the Lord aliray—again I ſay rejoice. Phil. iv. 4. 
of the walls of Salvation, 

Za. xii. 3. 
* will I go unto the Alter of Gar exceeding Joy. 5 
iii. 4. 

The J ot the Hypacrite is but for a Moment. 70 xx. 5. 
The meek ſhall increaſe their Foy. Iſa. xxix 19. 2 
Enter chen into the Foy of thy Lord. Matt. xxv. 23. * 


And em: Foy" no hon taketh from you. Fohn xvi, 22. 


3 o 
They Wal K dal be on the mountains like dores——mour- 
ing Every one for his iniquity. zel. vii. 16. 

Sorrow is better than laughter. Ecc/, vii. 3. 

£3 ly Sorrow worketh repentance, 2 Cor. vii. 10. 
to tiot as thoſe without hope. 1 75% iv, 13. 

The * * yo reſt from thy Sorrow, Ha. Xiv. 3. 


10 r ON NM £6 | 
Jeſus falda—chou that Love'the Lord thy God with al diy hear, 
und with all thy foul. Matt. xxii. 37. | 
We ove him, becauſe be firſt loved us. 1 Jh iv. "_ 
O! how T ove thy law it is my meditation all the dey. P/. 
Rix. 97. 
Who hall feparne us from the Love of Chriſt? Rom. Wi. 38. 
e ee IE. IKE. Ak tw 
Ye that love the Lord, hate evil. Pf. xevii. 10. 
The fear of the Lord is to hate evil. Prov, viii, 13. 


( 10 ) 
Tue fear of the Lord is to hate every falle way. El eie 194: 
The fear of the Lord is to hate ell vain woughts, 161d. 113. 
The fear of the Lord is to hate not thy brother. Len. 21x; 43s 
The fear of the Lord is to hate and abhor dying Wea 
CT IC Jer. a 


De not afraid of bem that kill the body - but . 
hath power t. caſt ato hell Luke xii; 4. 
Fear of the Lo d is the Beginning of knowledge. Proe. i. — 
Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wiſdom. Pf; ert "wy 0 
Fear of the Lord prolongeth Prov. 1. op 
Fear of the Lord is ſtrong confidence, Prov. —— 1 _ 
| Fear of the Lord is « fountain of 'Hife. "Prov, Av. 8. en 
Fear of the Lord is his treaſure. Ja. x#xili; 6. 12 
Fear of the Lord are riches and honor and life. furt ell. as. 
nenen the A Pro, xxili. * 
D E LL CC H 
man's delight is in the law of the Lord. 6. 
e in the Lord. P/. xxxvii. 4. 7 F — 
Thy comforts delight my ſoul. P/. Xciv, 19, bg a9 
1 delight to do thy will,” F/ xl. 8. | 
. ſat down under his ſhadow with great Delight. gat l. 3 L 
whom is all my Delight, P/. xvi, K 
Tae prayer of the upright is God's Peiighe. Prov. xv, 8. " wm 


. 
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RU LES to aſcertain the true Senſe of Scrvroruye 
59 SSIGN no irrational or abſurd ſenſe to the word u 
God; never fix any meaning to ſcripture-which i 
contrary to wund rexfon und common fenfe ; both of lich are 
of great uſe to u gracious ſoul, in comparing and judging one part 
of the word of God with the other; and, to adopt ; ſenſe, 
which correſponds with the main leading doctrines of the goſpetl. 

2. When you attempt to judge any divine ſubje& by reaſon, 
be ſare that they are ſuch ſubjects as are within the com 
of reaſon. Many ſubjects are above reaſon, and in ſuch c "4 
reaſon has only 15 ſubmit to the truth, as revealed from a wil 
faithful God. Sach ſubjects are the following :---The "Unit 
of three perſons in the Godhead. The Incarnation. The'News 
birth. The Natural and Moral Perfectionsof God-—with' n 
more in the World of Nature. 

3. Never bring any principle wich you to Revelation, but 
ſuch as is evident and clear to your reaſon 3; i. 4 fuch ſef-evi- 
, dent" principles, or eternal axioms of truth which ſtiine bright 
iato the underſtanding, and penetrate the mind with evidence 
and force. , + Sub- 


( 11 ) * 
4. Submit your e den e ad ths. U 
coveries of God, ad, which reaſon could nne without the rlight 
of Revelation. 

"5: Offer no Welches the es of: Fre ng nor — 
0 explanations of 8 . Ie” an are not branches 'of 
natural religion. 
be prevailing evil "a this 5 3 the numerous  ſefts of 
profe ſſors, in Great Britain, from the Biſhop to Cobler, is, to 
bend the Sacred ip doun to the ſyppert. of their, fa- 
= vounte,{y items; © AY + 
6. Diſtinguiſh well — the principles of antral nd 7e. 
vealed REeL16108; altho' the former is contained in the Bible, 
even in their. utmoſt e as well as :the latter. in thai | 
_— beauty and glory. 

e it your ſtudy to. pl Sk the real intentions and des N 
8 


the divine writers, and learn to underſtand their ideas, 
images and phraſes, and read them i i their Peper connection | 

and meaning. f r 
38. Alloy every word of ſcripture i its proper ſenſe; . 2. the 

natural ſenſe which ſcripture conveys. Firmly and. ſtrictiy adhere 

to this rule, which if you do, it will prevent much uneaſineſs 

and waverings in your qwn mind, as well as the prevailing. 71 
rors in the church of GO d. 

9. Diligently compare the word of God with itſelf, calle. 
the'ſeveral parts of ſcripture on the ſame ſubjects, and in the 
fame views. By this means you will have the moſt ſtriking an& 
heautiful evidence of the doQrines of the goſpel before your 1 
exes;.-which will. be of the greateſt advantage to . 

10, Remember whatever is begun with humble, hearty. prayer. 
to God, for his infinite. grace, meicy, Nis sean unden. | 
= be attended. with a bleſhag.. ./- (i | | 1 0 
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Audi, cerene, tate, fi tu vis vivers in pace. | 

2270 ben company and behaviour in it, 13 of great moneent 10 
"Toath, "Tis, per baps, dr 77 to: lay down any certain rules for the. 

5 Choice * of en. but not 3 reſßecbing your condutt toben in it. 


E: not too open in company 4. this will not only expoſe your 
oon weakneſs, but lay you open to many inconveniences. 

Be not wo rcſery d: 3: this will . n re ee 

able and unprofitable. £ 

A Be not over ſaſpicious,. 10 xili. 7. 1 

De not over credulous, Jer. AI. 146. The Gmple be- 
F lieveth every word, but the prudent looketh well to his goings. 

__, Become all ching: lol an 8 all men in 42 


1 iſe, 
1 "#6 {be N _ Wii 


s 


( x2 } 
wiſe; band, and loving manner, that you may gain an inteieſt 


in their affections, and fo be profitable to them. 


Do not meddle with other mens buſineſs, except upon necel- 
fary occaſions. 1 Theſ, iv. 11... | ett 
Learn to know a proper time to ſpeak, as well as to be filent. 
1 Jim v. 13. Be not haſty to ſpeak. Prov. xxix. 11. Nor much 
in ſpeaking. Prov. xvii. 27. In the multitude of words there 
wanteth not fin; but he that refraineth his lips is wiſe, Pros. x. 
Be ſparing to {peak of yourſelf, or actions to your own praile, 
except incaſe of neceſſity 2 Cor. xii. 11. And even then let it be 
with the utmoſt modeſty. Philip. iv. 12, 13. H men ſpeak good 
of you to your face, ſuppreſs them as ſoon and wiſely: as poſſi ble. 
If it is true bleſs God, if falſe try to make it true. ty 
Should men report evil of you to your face, be not ſo deſirous 
to know who raiſed it, or how to confute them, or to clear your 
reputation amongit men; as to make a good uſe of it before 
God—for ſuch reports do not riſe without God's permillion, 


2 Sam, XV. 11. R 1 N & 
Do not ſpeak evil of any man. Tit. iii. 2. Nor ſpeak the evil 
you know of any man, except abſolute neceſſity require it. 
Beware of keeping Company with, or in the "leaſt abating 
whiſperers, tale-bearers, and ſlanderers. If good men ace the 
ſalt of the earth, theſe are the curſe of all religious ſociety, and 
bane of good neighbourhood. Therefore ſet your ſpeech and 
countenance againſt them, like the north wind agaiaſt rain. Prov. 
XXV. 23. 8 * by 
Detract not from any man's credit, by either ſecret whiſper- 
ing, open backbitings, caſting evil aſperſions, or by pitying him, 
&c. &c. &c. in the too common cant phraſes of 2 — ypo- 
erites; a ſet of beings which ought to be expoſed by all honett 
men. | 
Let not your conver ſation be neither prophane or corrupt. Eph. 
iv, 2. Mach leſs defiled with en (or even 15 
oaths) prophane jeſts, or indulging lightneſs in converſation. 
O! 'how/has ſuch practices as theſe grieved my ſoul, from 5d 
prof ors, and even Miniflers too. Read Col. iv. b © © 
Be ſure to avoid flattery and fawning, Jeb xvii. 5, 
Bitter railing, cenſorious, &. &c. Eph v. 3, 4, 31. Wanton 
hanenef, laſcivious, and ſuch like. Col. iii. 8. .. 
* Falſe, fooliſh, idle and fruitleſs converſation, Col. iii. 9. Let 
neither your paſſion of joy, grief, fear, anger, &c. &. get their 
head, and ſo exceed their bounds ;. for then it is that even good 
men ſpeak, unadviſedly. Joi iii, 3. Never let your tongue run 
before your judgement, © 5 er 
| | | Rathez. 


n 


„ 7 FW | 
” Rather make who Gets never the laft, that fhall Leave the company : 
wn OR apr ny of reafon, all your actions and words 

| before you vent thetn. | 
He fieſther ton high not too heafty in your praiſes. Beware of 3 
tions, dry diſputings, perſonal ſquabbles; eſpecially with low, weak, and 
lf. conceited perſons. — a'bofom friend but be very careful 9 
our chace. Reveal no. ſecrets to any perſon, 1 bre © | &- 

* much for their intereſt to keep thetn,..as yourlel... | 

Laftly.” Be much in prayer to God before you dome into com 8 8 
ide three petitions, in the following —_ tape haves place in fuck 


en Pf. exii. 1, 4 A 5. Col. Iv. 6. 


inn Mw ä 8 | hy as dts. os. rd ad nn th. Meth. 
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A PLAN . READING e. 


EP HOLY SCRIPTURES. \ 
E px the Old Tee, there are 931 chaprety, but by diſtributing the 
3 2 into 60 equal parts, they will hen de reduced to 841. Add to 

þ| | Theſe, 260, which ie the number contained in the Nero Teſtament, they * 
1 Wb then ho 1101. Divide this by 3, and on will find each part contain | 

PS 30s chapters, and 6 over. So, that 25 reading three chapters ey, ver 

real the whole over in one year, except 6 chapters. —IV. 

— profitable method is to begin with the firft chapter of Gſ, the firſt 
2 and the firſt chapter of Matthew," and to proceed regularly. 
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8. "ADVERTISEMENT. 


EF The profits ariſing ſrom the ſale of this publication, — be appto ; 
AT tothe uſe of C RITY SCHOOL, fupported b ſeveral Mem- - 
225 of Religious Societies, in Rocheſter and Chatham. t is much to be © 
hmented, — fo many of the poot are brought up in ſuch profound ig- Gy 
norauce 5 that they cannot ſo much as read a letter in a book. It is chere- „ 
' fore ſincetely to be wiſhed, that every Religious Society in 1 would 


. copy after this laudable undertaking if ſo- how would % | 
48 2 unborn, bleſs ſuch pious BEMRTAT ons! Bann 
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